
HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY

Marylau.

Masonry was introduced into Maryland, during the Colonial
period, from three sources, viz. : by the Grand Lodge (Modems)
of Massachusetts, Grand Lodge (Modems) of England, and the
Grand Lodge (Ancients) of Pennsylvania. Traditions indicate that
it was also introduced here from Scotland and Germany.

The earliest lodge of which we have any reliable evidence in
Maryland, was held at Annapolis. It was chartered by Thomas
Oxnard, Provincial Grand Master of the St, j ohn's Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, and Provincial Grand Master of North America.
There are no records of this lodge known to be in existence, and
the only reference to it, on the records of the Grand Lodge of Mas
sachusetts, is the following, courteously furnished by Brother Sereno
D. Nickerson, Grand Secretary: 1

II 1750, Aug. 12. At the Petition of sundry Brethren at Annapo
lis in Maryland, Our Rt Wors'l Grand Master, Bro. Thos. Oxnard,
ESqr. Granted a Constitution for a Lodge to be held there, and ap-
pointed The Rt Wors'l first Mas'r.

II Fryday, july the 13th, 1750. For the Lodge at Maryland,
Bro. McDaniel, D. G. M. app'd &. pd. for their Constit'n £13.9-

II In the lists, the Lodge is sometimes described as • Maryland
Lodge' and sometimes as • the Lodge at Annapolis.' "

Among the archives of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, fortu
nately preserved, are the books of three of the old Colonial lodges,
viz. : one located at .. Leonardtown, St, Mary's County," in 1759;
one at .. joppa, Harford, then Baltimore County," in 1765, and at
.. Queenstown, Queen Anne's County."

The records of the Leonardtown Lodge extend over a period of
three years, and although they appear to be the full and complete
minutes of the lodge for that period, there is not the slightest men
tion by which can be discovered the authority under which it was
held, or from whence it emanated.

Upon one of the calendars of the" Modern" Grand Lodge of
England, there is the following entry: .. Lodge No. 198, Chartered
in foreign parts, June 6th, 1759." As this date corresponds exactly

I From History of Maryland, by E. T. Schultz. We are indebted to Bro. Schultz for
all the information we have in that jurisdiction.

539780
Rectangle



FREEMASONRY IN THE UNITED STATES 1415

with the date of the first meeting of the Leonardtown Lodge, it is
probable that the entry refers to it. It may, however, have been a
branch of the lodge at Annapolis. It was not an unusual thing in
this country in the early days for one lodge to have branch lodges in
other towns or districts. Forty years subsequently a branch lodge
was held at this same town.

The records of the Leonardtown Lodge, with one exception,
those of the St. John's Lodge, Boston, are the oldest original lodge
proceedings discovered in this country, the old ledger of St, John's
Lodge, Philadelphia, recently discovered, being simply the secre
tary's account with the members.

On June 17, 1783, two months after Congress had issued the
peace proclamation, we find the lodges on the II Eastern Shore"
convened at Talbot Court-house, for the purpose of organizing a
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons for the State of Mary
land. There were five lodges represented by deputies, one lodge
more than participated in the formation of the Grand Lodge of
England in I 7 I 7.

There were present at this convention, as a deputy from Lodge
NO.7, of Chestertown, the Rev. William Smith, who was at the
time Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, al
though residing in this State; and Bro. Dr. John Coates, Past
Deputy Grand Master of Pennsylvania, a member of Lodge NO.3
of Philadelphia, but then a resident of the Eastern Shore of Mary
land. It was unanimously Resolved, II That the several Lodges on
the Eastern Shore of Maryland consider it is a matter of right, and
that they ought to form a Grand Lodge independent of the Grand
Lodge of Philadelphia." When the convention prepared to go
into an election of officers for a Grand Lodge, Bro. Smith, Dep
uty from NO.7, stated that II he was not authorized to elect such
officers." Whereupon the convention adjourned until the 31st day
of July following. II The Rev. Bro. Smith was asked and promised
to prepare a sermon against their next meeting."

It was determined to petition the Grand Lodge in Philadelphia
for a Warrant for a Grand Lodge to be held on the Eastern Shore of
Maryland.

The convention re-assembled at Talbot Court-house on July 31,
1783, agreeably to adjournment, the Rev. Dr. Smith, being a Grand
Officer, took the Chair. The same lodges were in attendance as at
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the former session, with the exception of No. 37 of Somerset
County, which was not represented, but No. 6 of Georgetown
(Eastern Shore) was in attendance, and was represented, as ~re all
the other lodges, by their Masters and W.ardens, and not by deputies,
as at the former session.

The resolution adopted at the previous session, regarding the
right to form a Grand Lodge, independent of the Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania, was unanimously reaffirmed It was further de
termined that the Grand Lodge should be a moving lodge: "that is
to say, it shall sit at different places at different times; also that said
Grand Lodge shall have quarterly communications."

A vote of thanks was then given to Bro. Dr. Smith" for the
Sermon preached this day," and a copy asked for publication. They
then proceeded to ballot for Grand Officers, when Bro. Coates was
elected Grand Master, and Charles Gardner, Grand Secretary.
Other officers were elected, and the convention adjourned, to assem
ble again at Chestertown, on December 18th following, (1783).

The Grand Lodge assembled according to adjournment, De
cember 18th, but on account of the-severe weather a number of the
Brethren were prevented from attending, and the meeting was not
organized until next day.

" From accident and other causes" there was no meeting on that
day, nor was there any meeting held, as far as the records show, until
nearly three years subsequent. The subordinate lodges, however,
maintained their organization, and doubtless considered their al
legiance to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania severed, as they were
not thenceforth represented in that body.

Connecticut.

Masonry in Connecticut derived its organic life from the Grand
Lodge in Massachusetts, the St. John's of which Paul Revere was
subsequently Grand Master, but also Massachusetts Grand Lodge.

The charters granted by St. John's were:
August 12, 1750, Hiram, at New Haven, David Wooster as

Master.
January 12, 1753, at New London, ceased before 1789.
February 4, 1754, S1. John's, Middletown.
April 28, 1762, S1. John's, Hartford.
April 28, 1709, Compass, \Vallingford.


